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More must be done as we put Amer-

ica back to work, but I am proud to 
have supported the Recovery Act and 
am pleased to see the tax cuts helping 
so many Americans. 

f 

GOVERNMENT GONE WILD 

(Mr. BONNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, spring 
break just ended, but if you thought 
Washington tax-and-spenders were tak-
ing a vacation from their money-grab-
bing ways, you were badly mistaken. 
Every day it seems another headline is 
proclaiming the administration’s lat-
est plans to dramatically increase your 
taxes in order to pay for its trillion- 
dollar spending binge. 

Now, there are some close to the 
President who are throwing out the 
possibility that after the election they 
are going to throw out a value added 
tax not in place of our current tax sys-
tem, but in addition to it. Mr. Speaker, 
this isn’t the latest video of spring 
breakers going wild, this is a real life 
example of government gone wild. 

The President, backed by the largest 
Democrat majorities in Congress since 
the 1970s, has doubled the Federal def-
icit in just 1 year, and has forced down 
our throat a government takeover of 
health care that, mark my words, the 
American people don’t want and we 
cannot afford. Ironically, hardworking 
taxpayers will have until midnight to-
night to file their tax returns. They 
have worked 4 long months just to pay 
their Federal tax bill. And soon they 
will be working even longer to feed this 
addiction. This has got to end. 

f 

b 1015 

HONORING OUR VIETNAM 
VETERANS 

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the veterans of the 
Vietnam War in my congressional dis-
trict in south Florida and around our 
country. These heroic soldiers an-
swered the call of duty, and we’re all 
grateful for their service and their sac-
rifice. 

Many of our Vietnam veterans didn’t 
get the welcome home they deserve, 
and that is why this Saturday, one of 
our great local veterans, Commander 
David Knapp, is organizing a welcome 
home event in Ft. Lauderdale. It may 
be belated, but I say, better late than 
never. 

Every day I go to work fighting to 
make sure that every man and woman 
who has worn the uniform of our coun-
try has access to the full range of bene-
fits they have earned. That means 
world-class health care, access to a col-
lege education and more. 

I look forward this weekend to hon-
oring the service of our local Vietnam 
veterans and every day as we work to-
gether to stand with those who served 
our country. 

f 

TAX DAY 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, tax day. 
Today is a grim day for many Ameri-
cans. It was only last week that the av-
erage American taxpayer had worked 
enough days to pay their annual bill, 
and the current Congress is looking to 
add even more days to that burden. 

In the present Congress alone, taxes 
have been increased by $670 billion, and 
at least 14 new taxes will hit middle-in-
come Americans. At the end of the 
year, the death tax will snap back up 
to its 2001 level, gobbling up family 
farms and small businesses. Marginal 
tax rates will snap back up to previous 
levels reducing America’s take-home 
pay. And now we hear that the admin-
istration may consider a new value 
added tax to pay for the entitlements 
and increased government spending. 

The simple fact is that more money 
in the pocket of the government is less 
in the bank accounts of our family 
businesses. 

Today is a grim tax day. But I worry 
that 2011 will look much worse for the 
American taxpayer. 

f 

TAX RELIEF 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, as today is 
tax day, it is important that American 
people are aware of the savings and tax 
cuts brought to them over the past 
year. In conjunction with President 
Obama, we have ensured that tax 
breaks no longer focus on the wealthy, 
but rather on the hardworking Ameri-
cans. 

With the enactment of the Recovery 
Act, we are able to provide tax breaks 
for many aspects of American life, 
from investing in small business, to in-
vesting in energy efficiency, to sending 
your child to college, to buying a new 
car. These tax reductions are helping 
families and businesses across America 
get back on their feet while spurring 
business investment and job creation. 

All totaled, Congress has enacted 
over $800 billion in tax cuts, including 
25 within the Recovery Act. Perhaps 
one of the most critical provisions of 
the past year was the Making Work 
Pay tax credit, which is dedicated to 
providing 95 percent of all American 
workers with a tax break, including 
254,000 residents in my district alone 
through the reduction in tax 
withholdings by their employer. 

As Americans return their tax forms 
today, a majority will find that a por-
tion of their burden has been lifted 

through the swift action of this Cham-
ber. 

f 

IT’S TIME TO CUT TAXES AND 
SPENDING 

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, as mil-
lions of Americans, and the people in 
my State of Louisiana, file their in-
come taxes today, they are reminded 
how they labor under a tax scheme 
that discourages hard work, invest-
ment and savings. 

Federal, State and local taxes claim 
almost 27 percent of the average Amer-
ican’s income. This means the average 
taxpayer worked until April 9 this year 
just to make enough money to pay 
their taxes. Meanwhile, our budget def-
icit this year is a record $1.5 trillion, 
three times the highest Bush deficit. 

This tax increase equates to more 
than $2,100 for every person in the 
United States and explodes the Presi-
dent’s pledge not to raise taxes on 
Americans earning less than $200,000. 

And now we hear that the adminis-
tration is considering a value added tax 
which taxes goods and services at every 
point in the process. 

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to taxes 
and our budget, let me suggest that 
Americans are not undertaxed; Wash-
ington is overspending. It is time for 
Congress to cut taxes across the board 
and stop the wasteful spending pro-
grams. 

f 

TAX RELIEF FOR AMERICAN 
FAMILIES 

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, today, as Americans put the 
finishing touches on their tax returns, 
they’ll see that Congress and this 
President have enacted tax cuts that 
benefit middle class and working class 
families. Despite the echo chamber of 
right wing misinformation, some of it 
we’ve heard here today, Mr. Speaker, 
we can finally set the record straight. 
For 8 long years, the Republicans put 
the interests of the wealthy few above 
the interests of middle class families, 
and they gave massive tax cuts for 
only a few Americans, sent the na-
tional debt soaring, and they had no 
way to pay for it. 

In this last year we’ve cut $800 billion 
in taxes focused on helping middle 
class families and small businesses. 
Americans are getting jobs, they’re 
buying homes or a car, and they’re 
sending their children to college. 

As Bruce Bartlett, adviser under 
Presidents Reagan and George H.W. 
Bush recently noted, ‘‘Federal taxes 
are very considerably lower by every 
measure since Obama became Presi-
dent.’’ 
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And so while the other guys stand 

with the banks and insurance compa-
nies and CEOs, we’ll continue to stand 
on the side of working families. 

f 

WHO WOULD HAVE EVER 
IMAGINED? 

(Mr. JORDAN of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
who would have ever imagined in the 
greatest country in history we would 
see the things we have over the last 
year from the Democrat Congress and 
the Obama administration? 

Who’d have ever thought we’d see a 
$1.4 trillion deficit? Who would have 
ever thought we’d see a $12 trillion na-
tional debt? 

Who would have ever imagined we’d 
have $670 billion and counting in new 
taxes imposed this year on American 
taxpayers, including taxes on the mid-
dle class? 

And, now, who would have ever imag-
ined coming soon to you and your fam-
ily, a value added tax? 

How bad does it have to get before we 
stop the madness, before we stop the 
excessive spending, the excessive bor-
rowing and the excessive taxation? 

Mr. Speaker, today, on tax day, the 
American people get it. Hopefully, soon 
the Democratic Congress will. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE DISTIN-
GUISHED CAREER OF STEVE 
JOHNSON, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF THE WASHINGTON PUBLIC 
UTILITY DISTRICTS ASSOCIA-
TION 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, we have 
been doing a lot of work here in the 
House to try to lead the country for-
ward on energy independence and en-
ergy security, but there’s been some 
great local leadership as well. 

I want to honor today one of those 
great local leaders, Mr. Steve Johnson, 
one of my constituents who, for 23 
years, has served with distinction as 
the executive director of the Wash-
ington Public Utility Districts. 

Steve has had an incredible career 
leading this group forward, which rep-
resents 27 public utility districts. 
That’s over 1.7 million citizens. And I 
want to note three of this local leader’s 
achievements. 

First, he has led to reforms which 
have benefited Washingtonians who 
have not had high speed telecommuni-
cations available to them, truly a vi-
sionary action by Steve. 

Second, Steve’s leadership has al-
ways helped PUDs obtain funding for 
more energy efficiency and conserva-
tion projects. Steve’s been ahead of his 
time. 

And, third, Steve’s been a real leader 
in municipal water systems. Steve’s ca-

reer has really been notable for moving 
the PUDs forward. He’s been a great 
local leader. We hope the country fol-
lows his leadership. 

Congratulations to Steve and Vicki 
in their next great pursuit. 

f 

A WIN FOR AMERICAN WORKERS 
(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
American workers have just won a 
great and historic victory. Employees 
of Mohawk Industries will share the $18 
million that the company agreed to 
pay to settle a lawsuit accusing it of 
hiring illegal immigrants in order to 
hold down wages. 

The settlement comes on the heels of 
the Obama administration’s decision to 
largely abandon enforcement of our 
immigration laws at America’s work-
places. This legal victory gives a valu-
able tool to other workers who suffer 
at the hands of employers who want to 
keep wages low by hiring illegal immi-
grants. 

If the Obama administration won’t 
act to protect American workers, 
American workers now have the power 
to protect themselves by filing law-
suits against employers who hire cheap 
and illegal labor. 

Mr. Speaker, if employers continue 
to break immigration laws, may there 
be many more such lawsuits. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROB 
KRENTZ 

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Rob Krentz, a 
rancher whose family has been in 
southeast Arizona since 1907. 

On March 27, Rob was shot and mur-
dered on his ranch. This senseless act 
is a stark reminder why the federal 
government must do more to protect 
citizens who live and work along the 
southern Arizona border. Law enforce-
ment officials believe the killer may 
have been a drug smuggler who escaped 
to Mexico. 

Mr. Krentz was a pillar of the ranch-
ing community. He had a heart as big 
as the land that he loved. Many who 
spoke at his funeral said that Rob was 
the nicest guy you will ever meet. 

He was a humanitarian who provided 
food and water to the people that he 
found in distress, and was likely doing 
just that when he was murdered. 

Rob will be known for his work with 
the Malpai Borderlands Group, ranch-
ers who are dedicated to conservation 
of the land. 

Rob Krentz was a husband, a brother, 
a father, a grandfather, an uncle, and a 
friend to so many. We grieve his loss 
and send our prayers to his wife, Susan, 
and children, Andy, Frank, Kyle, and 
all that knew this great man. 

He will be deeply missed, but he will 
never be forgotten. 

f 

YOU CANNOT HAVE EMPLOYMENT 
WITHOUT EMPLOYERS 

(Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, you cannot have employ-
ment without employers. One year 
after the enactment of the $787 billion 
stimulus package, unemployment con-
tinues to hover near 10 percent, yet 
congressional Democrats just keep on 
spending. 

Against the will of the American peo-
ple, this Congress has enacted a $2 tril-
lion takeover of our Nation’s health 
care system and pushed the Nation’s 
debt limit to an astounding $14.2 tril-
lion. The burden of this massive spend-
ing falls on the shoulders of the Amer-
ican taxpayers. 

Government-run health care alone 
raises $569 billion through new taxes, 
regulations, and costly mandates on in-
dividuals, employers, and health care 
providers. 

Furthermore, the administration 
proposes to increase taxes by $2 trillion 
by allowing the vital cuts that benefit 
small businesses to expire, increasing 
tax rates on capital gains and rein-
stating the dreaded death tax. 

As the economy struggles to recover, 
Congress must halt this reckless spend-
ing and end its assault on American job 
creators. 

f 

SENDING OUR SINCERE CONDO-
LENCES TO THE PEOPLE OF PO-
LAND 

(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, in New Britain, Connecticut, 
on Sunday, over 1,000 people came to-
gether at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church to mourn the 96 public serv-
ants, diplomats and military leaders 
who died in the tragic plane crash in 
Poland. 

This tragedy has shocked the entire 
world, but it’s hit my district particu-
larly hard. The Polish American com-
munity in Connecticut has deep roots 
and remains strongly connected to 
their homeland. 

Our Polish inheritance is visible 
throughout the community of New 
Britain, Connecticut, and the sur-
rounding suburbs. Broad Street in that 
town has been named ‘‘Little Poland’’ 
by the city council. There are people 
grieving today at Casimir Pulaski 
School in Meriden, at Pulaski Middle 
School in New Britain, and certainly 
this summer during the annual 
Dozynki harvest festival, a tradition 
which Polish immigrants brought to 
New Britain, Connecticut, during their 
immigration to the United States. 
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